
On November 5, 1913, the first Owens 
River water arrived in the San 
Fernando Valley. At the ceremony,
Mulholland delivered one of the 
shortest speeches on record: 
"There it is. Take it!“

—UC Berkeley Water Resources Archives
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Water Development Timeline

• 1913: Los Angeles 
aqueduct

• 1929: Mokelumne 
aqueducts

• 1914-34: Hetch Hetchy 
Reservoir project

• 1941: Colorado River 
aqueduct

• 1950s: Central Valley 
Project & Fed. Develop.

• 1960s: State Water 
Project Sunol Water Temple. 1920s

http://www.sunol.org/historicaldavis.html
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1937

6.53 million

1947

9.83 million

1977

22.4 million
2003

CBDA 
Estab.

36 million

2025

~30 yrs 
after Bay-

Delta 
Accord

~48 million

1994 

Bay-Delta 
Accord

31.5 million

1st Large Water 
Project

2.8 million

From first large 
water project to now:

~34 million people 
added

~ 13 times increase

Next 20 years:
+12 million people
~ 17 times increase

This is about 3 million 
acre feet of additional 

water at present 
domestic use rate



--USGS




